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Salvatore RIZZELLO 
 
Born: July 16 1963, Spongano (LE), Italy 
 
Education: 
-  Ph.D. (History of Economic Thought, University of Florence, Italy) 
-  Laurea (Philosophy, University of Lecce , Italy) 
-  Diploma in Pianoforte (Conservatorio "G. Verdi", Turin, Italy)  
 
Present positions:  
-  Full Professor of Economics, Faculty of Law, University of Piemonte Orientale   
- Coordinator of the Centre for Cognitive Economics of the University of Piemonte        

Orientale, in Alessandria ( Italy) 
-  National Secretary of the Italian Association for the History of Political Economy 
-  Member of the Council of the European Society for the History of Economic Thought  

(Eshet)  
-  Member of the National Board of the Italian Association of Cognitive Sciences 
-  Member of the Scientific Board of the PhD in Economics of Innovation and Creativity 

at the University of Turin 
-  Member of the Scientific Board of the PhD "The European Tradition in the 

History of Economic Thought", University of Macerata 
 
Courses:  
-  Economics, Cognitive and Experimental Economics, Political Economy and History of  

Economic Thought, (University of Piemonte Orientale) and Cultural Economics, 
(University of Torino, Faculty of Communication Studies) 

 
Previous academic or professional activities: 
- (2003-2004) Local coordinator of the PRIN researchers team "Mathematics and 

Economics: Austrian School since the 1930s, the controversies of the 1950s and 1970s, 
the contributions of Simon's institutionalism and of the experimental economics. "   

- (2000- 2002) Associate Professor of History of Economic Thought and Economics, 
Faculty of Law, University of Piemonte Orientale,  

- (2001- 2004)  National Secretary of the Italian Association of Cognitive Sciences 
- (1998 – 2001) Secretary of the Network Human Reasoning and decision Making of the 

- European Science Foundation 
- (1988 - 2000) Assistant Professor of Economics, Faculty of Law, University of Eastern 

Piedmont  
- (1993-1998) Assistant Professor of Economics, Faculty University of Turin  
- (2001) Visiting Professor, CREUSET, Université Jean Monnet Saint–Etienne (from 

June to July) 
- (2000) Visiting Professor, Max Planck Institute, of Jena (from January to July 2000) 
- (1990-1991) Visiting Scholar (London School of Economics)  
 



 
 
Research interests:  
Cognitive Economics 
History of Economic Thought: Austrian and Institutional Economics, Pittsburgh School 
Decision-making, problem solving and economic of innovation  
Economics of creativity and Cultural Economics 
Experimental Economics 
Theory of institutional and organizational emergence 
Theory of knowledge  
Evolutionary economics 
 
Journals 
Assistant Editor of  “Mind and Society’: A Journal of cognitive and epistemological 

studies on the economic and social sciences 
Referee of Review of Austrian Economics 
Referee of the Journal of Institutional Economics 
Referee of Economics Systems 
Referee of Rivista di Politica Economica 
Referee of Economics of Innovation and New Technology 
Referee of the review Institutions and Economic Development 
Referee of  Constitutional Political Economy 
Referee of  Review of Political Economy 
Referee of  the Journal of Bioeconomics 
Referee of the Journal des Economists et des Etudes Humaines 
Referee The European Journal of the History of Economic Thought 
Referee of  the Publisher Routledge 
Referee of  the Publisher Edward Elgar 
 
Organization of workshops and meetings 
 
2006 Bressanone-Brixen (September) Second Edition of the Storep European Summer 
School: Theories of Growth and International Trade 
 
2006 – Lecce (June) Third National Congress of the Italian Association for the History of 
Political Economy: Keynesian Policies on Welfare: past and present 

2005 Bressanone-Brixen (September) First Edition of the Storep European Summer 
School:  The Historical roots of heterodox Economics 

2005 – Siena (June), Second National Congress of the Italian Association for the History 
of Political Economy: The theory of decision in the history of economics. 
 
2004 – Belgirate (June), First National Congress of the Italian Association for the History 
of Political Economy: Market and Employment from a Historical Perspective     
 



2004 – Ivrea, (Torino) (March) II National Congress of the Italian Association of the 
Cognitive Sciences: Labour and Cognitive Sciences 
 
2002 -  Institutional Evolution and Technological Change (co-organized with G. Clerico) 
Alessandria, October 
 
2002 – September, Rovereto, (Trento), I National Congress of the Italian Association of 
the Cognitive Sciences: Economics and Cognitive Sciences 
 
2001 –  The Nature and Evolution of Institutions (co-organized with G. Hodgson e U. 
Witt), Jena, January, 11 – 13.  
 
2000 – International Workshop on Cognitive Economics, Alessandria, November 15 – 18  
 
2000 – Prima giornata di studio sulla scuola austriaca (co-organized with R. Cubeddu)  
Pisa – Lucca, 31 marzo –1 aprile 
 
1999 - 1899-1999 Complessità della società e complessità dei saperi: i sentieri possibili 
di una rilettura di F.A. von Hayek, Alessandria 
 

1998 Cognitive theory of social action, Torino 11-12-13 June 

1997 I modelli della creatività, Torino, Istituto di metodologia della scienza e della 
tecnica.  
 
1996 Diritto ed economia della proprietà intellettuale May1996, Alessandria II Facoltà 
di Giurisprudenza dell’Università di Torino. 
 
1996 Le nuove frontiere delle scienze sociali, Fondazione Rosselli di Torino. 
 
1995 Donne economiste, Torino, November. 
 
 
Participation to Seminars, Conference and Workshops 
 
December 2006 (in program) Nice, invited speaker at the conference Markets, 
Knowledge and Governance in the History of Economic Thought 
 
December 2006 (in program) Torino,  Finanza Cognitiva: percezione, emotività e 
rappresentazione nelle decisioni di investimento. Invited Speaker at the cconference  
 “I fondamenti cognitivi del diritto. Percezioni, rappresentazioni, comportamenti” 
 
November, 2006 Torino, Le politiche di controllo dei prezzi, invited speaker, Torino 
Incontra 
 
 



June, 2006 – Lecce, Chair and discussant of the sessions The role of knowledge in 
economics: revisiting Hayek’s point(s) of  view and Young Panel Sessions 
 
March, 2006 – Roma, La mente economica, Università LUISS 
 
March 2006 – Torino, Why path-dependence is so relevant for Economics? Seminar at 
the Department of Economics 
 
January 2006 – Torino, five lectures to the PhD students on Cognitive Economics 
 
December 2005 – Torino, two lectures to the PhD students on Austrian School and 
Institutional Economics  
 
November 2006 - Torino, Fondazione Einaudi, Lecture on A. Zanini’s book, Filosofia 
economica. Fondamenti economici e categorie politiche, Bollati.  
 
October 2005 – Novara, Knowledge and Innovation, Invited Speaker at the Plenary 
Session of the XXV Aisre Conference 
 
September 2005 - Moncalieri (Torino), Real Collegio, third PhD Conference in 
Economics, Chair of the plenary session Methodology and Economic Policy.  
 
September 2005 – St.Gallen (Switzerland) Invited speaker at the round table on  
Behavioural Finance.  
 
September 2005 – Nice  (France) The heterodox approach to economics, Invited speaker 
at the Summer school on History of Economic Thought 
 
August 2005, Sofia (Bulgaria), Opening Lecture (with Marco Novarese) International 
Conference on Cognitive Economics: The intermingling between cognitive economics 
and experimental economics: a few remarks on history, methodology and applications. 
 
July 2004, Perth (Australia), University of Western Australia, Knowledge as a Path-
dependence Process: Implications for Economics in an Hayekian Perspective, Paper 
presented at the 17th  HETSA Conference 
 
July 2004, Wellington (New Zealand), The intermingling between cognitive economics 
and experimental economics: a few remarks on history, methodology and applications. 
Paper Presented at the NZAE Conference 
 
June 2004, Siena, Decisions without mathematics, paper presented at the II, workshop on 
Economics and Mathematics 
 
June 2004, Belgirate, Neuroeconomics and path-dependence in a Hayekian perspective, 
paper presented at the I Storep Conference 
 



April 2004, Torino, Cognitive economics, Lecture to the PhD Students  
 
November  2003, Jena: Neurobiological Foundations of Hayek’s Theory of Cultural 
Evolution, invited speaker at the workshop Hayek and Cultural Evolution 
 
October 2003 – Salerno, Economia Cognitiva ed Economia Sperimentale (with Marco 
Novarese), 44 SIE Conference 
 
July  2003 –Great Barrington (U.S.A.), Knowledge as a path-dependence Process: 
Microfoundation and Economic Implications, invited speaker at the Symposium “Dewey, 
Hayek and the Embodied Cognition” organized by the Behavioural Research Council of 
the American Institute for Economic Research 
 
June 2003  – Cophenaghen  Change in an Uncertainty Enviroments: some Evidences 
from xpmerimental Economics (con Marco Novarese), DRUID Summer 2003 Conference  
 
March 2003 -  Milan, Procedures Towards Happines (con Marco Novarese) Workshop: 
The paradoxes of Happiness in Economics 
 
March 2002, St.Etienne, Hayek and Lindhal on disequilibrium and expectations (with 
Carlo Zappia) 
 
November 2002: - Siena, Economia Cognitiva ed Economia Sperimentale: “Le 
metodologie di laboratorio in economia” 
 
September 2002: Rovereto (TN), Il cognitivismo tra gli economisti, opening lecture to the 
conference "Economia e Scienze Cognitive" 
 
June 2002: Rotterdam, Cognitive Paths and Creativity in ArtEconomics, ACEI 
Conference 
 
May 2002: Roma, Il ritorno delle emozioni: il punto di vista dell'economista, conference 
Organised by AIF (Associazione Italiana Formatori) 
 
June 2001: Torino, A cognitive approach to individual learning: theoretical issues and 
some experimental results (with Marco Novarese) 
 
June 2001, Torino, A cognitive approach to individual learning: theoretical issues and 
some experimental results (with Marco Novarese) 
 
May 2001, Lecce, Il concetto di image nel pensiero di Kenneth Boulding e le implicazioni 
per la teoria economica contemporanea (with Roberta Patalano), AISPE Conference. 
 



May 2001, Padova, Cognitive economics and  the firm  
 
January  2001: Jena (Germany), Subjective Diversity and Social Learning: a Cognitive 
Perspective for New Institutional Economics (with M. Turvani),  
 
January 2001 (University of Lecce): Cognitive Economics in the History of Economic 
Thought 
 
November 2000: Alessandria, Cognitive Economics, introduction to the International 
Workshop on Cognitive Economics  
 
October 2000, Nice (France) The relevance of the cognitive approach to economics 
 
July 2000: Vancouver (Canada) The Psychological Foundations of the Concept of 
Evfolution in Hayek: a new Perspective for Evolutionary Economics, HES meeting. 
 
June 2000: Toronto (Canada) Coordination and Learning in Economics (with M. 
Novarese), University of York, Glendon College. 
 
March  2000: Jena (Germania) Max Planck Institut, The Economics of the Mind: 
Learning,  Cognition and Evolution in Economics 
 
November 1999: ICER Torino, Cognizione ed evoluzione in economia 
 
Agosto 1999: Cerisy La Salle (France), Dependance du sentier de la conneissance. 
 
June 1999: Jena (Germania) Max Plank Institute, Cognition, Economics and Institutional 
Evolution  
 
June 1999: University of Trento, Laboratorio di Scienze Cognitive of Rovereto, 
Apprendimento e Cognizione nei processi economici  
 
June 1999: Ires - Piemonte Torino, L’Economia Sperimentale, aspetti storici e 
metodologici.  
 
May 1999: Siena,  Mind and Choice in Economics, Dipartimento di Economia. 
 
April 1999: Trento: Scienze Cognitive e  teoria economica. 
 
March 1999:  Alessandria, Hayek e la conoscenza come processo path-dependent. Aspetti 
micro e macro 
 
February 1999: Valencia (Spain), “Institutions meet mind: a way out of a deadlock”  
 
November 1998: Lisboa (Portugal) “Institutions meet mind” (with M. Turvani),  
 



June 1998: Torino, “Neural theory of social action”, (with P. Terna)  
 
May 1998: Torino, Fondazione Einaudi, “L’economia cognitiva: processi di 
apprendimento eterogenei e performance economiche”   
 
March 1998: Trento, “Learning, decision making and economic performances”. 
  
February 1998: Ivrea, “La mente e l’agire  economico” 
 
May 1997: Trento: Comment on Brian Loasby, at the meeting “Routinization, Learning 
and Transfer of Skills”.  
 
March 1997: Torino, “Creatività e Organizzazione: un binomio impossibile?”,  
 
May 1996: Pisa, “Economic Change, Subjective Perception, and Institutional Evolution”  
 
May 1996: Alessandria, “Risorse dell’attivitá inventiva e processi di apprendimento”,  
 
March 1996: Milano, "The Economic Implications of the Neurobiological Approach for 
Decision Making in Economics"  
 
February 1996: Torino, "Mutamento economico, percezione soggettiva, ed evoluzione 
istituzionale", 
  
November 1995: Torino, "Analogie biologiche e teoria dell'impresa", workshop: "Donne 
economiste". 
 
June 1995: Camerino, "La path-dependency nella teoria economica: il contributo di F. 
Momigliano". 
 
March - Maggio 1995: Torino, Le nuove frontiere delle scienze sociali, cycle of 
conference 
 
May 1995: Stockholm, "The Microfoundation of Path-Dependency", invited paper at the 
Conference “Evolutionary Economics and Path-Dependence. 
   
Maggio 1994: Torino, "Processi mentali e insorgenza delle istituzioni", Dipartimento di 
Economia. 
 
Dicembre 1994: Modena, "Il rapporto tra Mente, Organizzazioni e Istituzioni",  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Publications:  
 
Books:  
 
2007 - I costi di transazione: analisi teorica e indagine empirica (with G. Clerico and M. 
Novarese, Giuffrè, Milano 
 
2004 – Economia Sperimentale, (with Marco Novarese) Milano, Bruno Mondadori  
 
2004 - Cognitive Economics (edited with Massimo Egidi), two volumes for the series The 
International Library of Critical Writings in Economics, E.  Elgar  
 
2003 - Cognitive Developments in Economics, Routledge, London (ed.) 
 
2002 - Esercizi introduttivi alla microeconomia (with Marco Novarese), Giuffrè, Milano 
 
2000 - Il pensiero economico di Von Hayek. Organizzazione, informazione e conoscenza, 
vol. I, (with Giuseppe Clerico eds.), Torino, UTET-Libreria.  
 
2000 - Il pensiero economico di Von Hayek. Società, istituzioni e Stato, vol. II, (with 
Giuseppe Clerico eds.), Torino, UTET-Libreria.  
 
1999 - The Economics of the Mind, Edward Elgar, Aldershot. It. Edition 1997 - 
L’Economia della mente, Roma-Bari, Laterza.  
 
1998 - Diritto ed Economia della proprietá intellettuale, (with G. Clerico) (eds), Cedam, 
Padova.  
     
 
Essays:  

2006 - Hayek's Theory of Knowledge and Behavioural Finance, with Alfons Cortes,  
Advances in Austrian Economics, ed. by Elisabeth and Carine Krecke, London, 
Routledge, forthcoming 

2006 Marshall and Cognitive Economics, with Massimo Egidi,  The Elgar Companion to 
Alfred Marshall, ed. by T. Raffaelli, G. Becattini and M. Dardi, Cheltenham (UK) and 
Northampton (Mass., U.S.A.), forthcoming 

2006 - A cognitive approach to individual learning: some experimental results, with M. 
Novarese, Knowledge Beliefs and Economics, ed. by R. Arena and A. Festré, E. Elgar, 
Cheltenham (UK) and Northampton (Mass., U.S.A.), pp. 203-217 

2006 – Pensare per immagini, Cluster on Innovation, #06 



 

2005 - Towards a Cognitive Evolutionary Economics (reprint) in A. Bruzzo e S. Occelli 
(eds), Le relazioni tra conoscenza ed innovazione nello sviluppo dei territori, Franco 
Angeli, Milano. 

2005, Satisfaction and Learning: an experimental game to measure happiness in (with 
Marco Novarese) in V. Smith and F. Parisi (eds.), Law and Economics of Irrational 
Behavior, Stanford Univ. Press, Stanford, pp. 186-207. 
 
2005, Behaviorismo (in economia e nelle altre scienze sociali), lemma in Enciclopedia 
Filosofica, III ed.  

2005, Storia e innovazione,  Cluster on Innovation, #05 

2005, Prefazione al libro di Roberta Patalano, La mente economica, Laterza, Roma 

2004,  Knowledge as Path-dependence Process, Journal of Bioeconomics, 6, 255 - 274 

2004, Marshall’s Evolutionary Economics (review of), History of Political Economy, XII, 
1, pp. 169 - 171  

2004, I costi di transazione (with G. Clerico and M. Novarese), Ires Piemonte, Torino 
 
2004 -  Marshall’s Evolutionary Economics (review of) History of Political Economy, 
XII, 1. pp. 169 - 171 
 
2003 - Roberta Patalano - Salvatore Rizzello, Il concetto di image nel pensiero di 
Kenneth Boulding e le implicazioni per la teoria economica contemporanea, Storia del 
Pensiero Economico, n. 45 
 
2003, Le liberalisme de Hayek (review of), Review of Political Economy, 
  
2003, Introduction: Towards a Cognitive Evolutionary Economics, in Rizzello 2003 – 
Cognitive Developments in Economics (ed.), Routledge, London 
 
2003, Cognitive Economics: Foundations and Historical Evolution (with Massimo Egidi), 
in Egidi – Rizzello (eds.) 2003 Cognitive Economics, two volumes for the series The 
International Library of Critical Writings in Economics, E. Elgar   
 
2003 – Economia Cognitiva: fondamenti ed evoluzione storica (with Massimo Egidi), 
Sistemi Intelligenti, 2 Agosto   
 
2003, Path-dependence e coordinamento in Herbert Simon, Sistemi Intelligenti, 1 April,  
 
 



2002, Herbert Simon’s Heritage, Risec, International Review of Economics and Business, 
vol. II, n. 3, pp. 289 - 304 
 
2002, Subjective Diversity and Social Learning: A cognitive perspective for 
understanding institutional behavior, (with Margherita Turvani), Constitutional Political 
Economy, 13, 201 -214  
 
2001, Recent Advance on Austrian Economics, History of Economic Ideas, IX, 1,  pp. 
145-156 
 
2001, A tribute to Herbert A. Simon (1916 – 2001), History of Economic Ideas,  IX, 1,  
pp, 7 - 12 
 
2000,  “Cognition and Evolution in Economics”, Papers on Economics &Evolution, Max 
Planck Institute for Research into Economic Systems, #0008 
 
2000 “Hayek e la conoscenza come processo path-dependent” in Organizzazione, 
informazione e conoscenza. Saggi su Hayek  vol. I, (a cura di  Giuseppe Clerico e 
Salvatore Rizzello), forthcoming, Torino UTET-Libreria 
 
2000 (with Margherita Turvani) “ Mente e istituzioni. Hayek e il neoistituzionalismo, in  
Organizzazione, informazione e conoscenza. Saggi su Hayek  vol. I, (a cura di  Giuseppe 
Clerico e Salvatore Rizzello), forthcoming, Torino UTET-Libreria 
 
2000 "Economic Change, Subjective Perception, and Institutional Evolution", 
Metroeconomica, 51 (2), pp. 127 – 150. 
 
2000 (with Margherita Turvani) “Institutions Meet Mind: A Way out of a Deadlock”, 
Constitutional Political Economy, Vol. 11 (2), pp. 165-180.  
 
1999 (with Margherita Turvani) “Institutions Meet Mind: A Way out of an Impasse ”, 
Quaderni di Ricerca, n. 06 N. S., Dipartimento di Economia, Università di Torino. 
 
1999 (with Marco Novarese) Economia sperimentale e analisi empirica dei processi di 
apprendimento, in corso di pubblicazione a cura di S. Occelli, Ires Piemonte. 
 
1999 (with Marco Novarese) “Origin and Recent Developments of Experimental 
Economics ” Storia del Pensiero Economico, n. 38. 
 
1999 “The Endogenous  Asymmetrical Information: The Market for “Lemons” 
According to Hayek’s Legacy”, History of Economic Ideas, VII, 1-2, pp. 13 – 41.  
 
1998- "Risorse dell’attivitá inventiva e processi di apprendimento", in G. Clerico - S. 
Rizzello (eds.), Diritto ed Economia della Proprietá Intellettuale , Padova, Cedam.  
 
 



1997 - "The Microfoundations of Path-dependency", in L. Magnusson - J. Ottosson (eds.) 
Evolutionary Economics and Path-dependence , E. Elgar, Cheltenham, pp. 98-118. 
 
1996 - "Analogie biologiche e teoria dell'impresa. Il contributo di E. Penrose", Storia del 
pensiero economico , n. 33 - 34, pp. 97-116 
 
1996 - “Edith Penrose: una nota biografica” Storia del pensiero economico , n. 33 - 34, 
pp. 95 -96 
 
1996- "The Economic Implications of the Neurobiological Approach for Decision 
Making in Economics", in R. Viale (ed.) Cognitive Economics,  Milano, Lascomes  
 
1996- "Economic Change, Subjective Perception, and Institutional Evolution", Quaderni 
di Ricerca, n.s., n. 1 Dipartimento di Economia, Università di Torino  
 
1996 - "Mente Organizzazioni e Istituzioni: i microfondamenti del neoistituzionalismo", 
Economia Politica , a. XIII, n. 2, 1996, pp. 225- 263.  
 
1996 - Telecomunicazioni e imprese : il caso del Piemonte / [a cura di Renato  
Lanzetti, Cristiano Antonelli, Salvatore Rizzello]. - Torino : IRES, 139 pp.  
 
1995 - "La path-dependency nella teoria economica e il contributo di F. Momigliano", 
Storia del pensiero economico , n. 30, pp. 23-52  
 
1995 - The Endogenous Asymmetrical Information, Quaderni di Ricerca, n. 11, 
Dipartimento di Economia, Università di Torino.  
 
1993 - Conoscenza, razionalitá, e organizzazione: Hayek, Simon e i microfondamenti 
della teoria economica, Tesi di Dottorato, Firenze  
 
1992a – Review of G. Garofalo "Equilibrio, Razionalità, Causalità". Rivista 
Internazionale di Scienze Economiche e Commerciali, anno XXXIX, n. 5-6. 
 
1992b – review of F. Hayek, "L'Ordine Sensoriale". Rivista Internazionale di Scienze 
Economiche e Commerciali, anno XXXIX, n. 7. 
 
1991 - "Il dibattito francese su lavoro produttivo, alleanze di classe e ruolo dello stato", 
Quaderni di Storia dell'Economia Politica , VIII - 1.  
 
1988 - "Il dibattito sul lavoro produttivo tra i marxisti francesi", Itinerari di Ricerca 
Storica , n. 2, pp. 257-285. 
 
 



 
 
Translation from English into Italian  
 
Cristiano Antonelli (1995), The Economics of Localized Technological Change and 

Industrial Dynamics, Dordrecht - Boston - London: Kluwer Academic Publishers. 
Published in Italian  by Laterza, Bari-Roma, 1996.  

 
J. Stiglitz (1993), Principles of Macroeconomics, first edition, Norton & Company. 
Pubblicato in Italia da Bollati Boringhieri, Torino, 1995. My  translation concerns 
Cahpters 8, 19, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 e 16, of the italian edition. 
 
 


