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Sex Markets

This is the first study by economists that tackles the complex subject of
sex -work, which irrespective of its legal status lies at the centre of a
globalised service industry, deeply connected with the entertainment and
tourism industries as well as with illegal activities. The sheer numbers of
human beings involved and the underlying social and policy issues, as well
as the revenues generated, demand attention from economists, who, as this
book shows, can make a useful contribution to understanding the issues and
informing policy design.

The authors begin by presenting a synthesis of the economic and sociological
approaches to prostitution and the main feminist debates around the issue.
In the second part of the book, they develop an original economic model of the
exchange of paid sex including the effect of stigma, which is used to describe the
possible consequences from adopting different policy regimes, giving concrete
country cases as examples. The final part includes an empirical study of the
demand for paid sex that offers empirical support to the model’s claims, and
points to several possible further research avenues. Whilst retaining many of
the assumptions of the economists’ toolbox (rational action, representative
agents with optimising behaviour, and equilibrium), this work also enriches the
economists’ approach by considering socially aware agents, that is, individuals
who derive both material and immaterial rewards from their actions.

Covering areas such as sex work, trafficking and social stigma, this empirical
and mathematically rigorous book is essential reading for students and

researchers in the areas of gender economics and gender and development.

Marina Della Giusta is Senior Lecturer in Economics at Reading University
Business School, UK. ' :
Maria Laura Di Tommaso is Senior Lecturer in Economics at the Faculty of
Political Sciences, University of Turin, Iraly.

Steinar Strem is Professor in Economics at the University of Osto, Norway,
and the University of Turin, Ttaly,




Routledge IAFFE advances in feminist economics

JAFFE aims to increase the visibility and range of economic research
on gender; facilitate communication among scholars, policymakers,
and activists concerned with women’s wellbeing and empowerment;
promote discussions among policymakers about interventions which
serve women’s needs; educate economists, policymakers, and the
general public about feminist perspectives on economic issues; foster
feminist evaluations of economics as a discipline; expose the gender
blindness characteristic of much social science and the ways in which
this impoverishes all research, even research that does not explicitly
concern women’s issues; help expand opportunities for women, espe-
cially women from underrepresented groups, within economics; and,
encourage the inclusion of feminist perspectives in the teaching of
economics. The IAFFE book series pursues the aims of the organization
by providing a forum in which scholars have space to develop their
ideas at length and in detail. The series exemplifies the value of feminist
research and the high standard of IAFFE sponsored scholarship.

1 Living Wages, Equal Wages
Gender and labor market policies in the United States
Deborah M. Figart, Ellen Mutari and Marilyn Power

2 Family Time
The social organization of care
Edited by Nancy Folbre and Michael Bittman

3 Feminist Econormics and the World Bank
History, theory and policy
Edited by Edith Kuiper and Drucilla K. Barker

4 Sexual Orientation Discrimination
An international perspective :
Edited by M. V. Lee Badgett and Jefferson Frank

5 The Feminist Economics of Trade
Edited by Irene van Staveren, Diane Elson, Caren Grown, Nilufer Catagay

6 Sex Markets
A denied industry .
Marina Della Giusta, Maria Laura Di Tommaso and Steinar Strom

Sex Markets
A denied industry

Marina Della Giusta, Maria Laura
Di Tommaso and Steinar Strom

E Routledge

Taylor & Francis Group
LONDOMN AND NEW YORK




First published 2008
by Routledge
2 Park Square, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4RN

Simultaneously published in the USA and Canada
by Routledge
270 Madison Ave, New York, NY 10016

Routledge is an imprint of the Taylor & Francis Group,
an informa business

© 2008 Marina Della Giusta, Maria Laura Di Tommaso and
Steinar Strem

Typeset in Sabon by Keyword Group Ltd
Printed and bound in Great Britain by Antony Rewe Led,
Chippenharm, Wiltshire

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or
reproduced or utilised in any form or by any electronic,
mechanical, or other means, now known ot hereafter
invented, including photocopying and recording, or in any
information stotage or retrieval system, without permission in
writing from the publishers.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available
from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Della Giusta, Marina, 1970~
.Sex markets.: a denied industry / Marina Della Giusta, Maria

All of us, with the exception of wealthy and unemployed, take
money for the use of our body. Professors, factory wo;kers
lawyers, opera singers, sex workers, doctors, legislators — Wt;
all do ti}mgs with parts of our bodies, for which we receive
a wage in return, Some people get good wages and some do
not; some have a relatively high degree of control over their
working conditions and some have little control; some have
many employment options and some have very few. And some
are socially stigmatised and some are not.

[Martha Nussbaum, Sex and Social Justice, 1999]
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